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The mournirrg dove, one of the most popular gane Mrds of the South, recently 

has been the subject of research by scientists in&a-a. ‘phe mourning dove is a 

migratory bird found throughout the country, but has its greatest ancontrations in 

the South during fall and winter months. IIuntod for both sport and food, the dove 

has held the iatorost of Pederal and State conservation officials, especially with 

regard to preserving iwture and breading birds. 

Knowledge of dove feeding habits is essential to establish s~~cossAit m&nag& 

nent practices, according to Walter &x3erm, Jr,% whose report on a mourning-dove 

foo&habits study is nado availnblo by the U. S, Biological $urvey. A graduate of: 

Alabama Polytechnic Institute, Rosene was R nembor of the Alabama Cooperative ‘Aild- 

lifo Research Unit, sponsored by the A,labomn State Department of Conservation, Alad 

bana Polytechnic Institute, the American Wildlife Institute, <and the Bureau of Bio- 

logi ti Survey. Leaders and workers of the Unit, and nanbore of the Survey coopenr 

&ed with Rosene in collecting data included in the report. 

In cooperation with the lbod Eatbits &&ion of the Biologioql Survay, dove 

foti habits hmm been investigated bjr exhnination of 2S7 tapecinons, Findings show 

the bird to be almost a conplefo vogotarian, using leguaros and various grains as 

the main itens of diet. 8p ec nens were collected at feeding areas or motoring i 

places to obtain infqnation as to the foods that cause the birds to concentrate in 

large flocks in fall. 
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t e 2 -' (BEPTEB GU MANAGIMENT) 

In addition to laboratory ,analysos, f$old studios have rovedoc? intmesting 

characteristics of the dove's feeding habits. Yem around observations in &Jmna 

have shown the Mrd to be a powerful flyer, cqable of traveling groat distances 

for food. The speed in flight is also partly responsible for its attractiveness as 

a @nc bird, the Biological Survey states. 

Doves begin to feed in large flocks late in sumor. In wint+r, the early 

Corning <and late nftornoon hours are the mst popular faediug tines. Sumer feeding 

periods ore less regular. Both nale and fetio incubate the eggs, ,alternately leav- 

Png the nest in search of food. Particular in choice of food, doves also choose 

their watering places carefully. Rosene included those fads in his report and 

also tabulated plnnt-food percontagos and dmcribod the principml pl,?slt foods. 

Information on tho life history of murni.~ doves boing limited, the Bio- 
, 

logical Survey in cooporation with State gme dqmrtnonts, is conducting similar 

invcstig3.tions in Iowa, Mississippi, and other Statos. 


